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Pave seen 8% to take our remarks upon
the Rogistmation Iaw as an attae klpn
law as » whole. Such an ioterpre- |

ke
{riends 10 whom we refer. This paper
bas alwuys supported the Registradon
law, and will evmtinue to support it an-
til & fair trial has dbeen given or a better |
method of attaining the same object is
evolved We do nol, however, approve

of the ganeral application of the thumbd '

mark. 2 feature that can be partially

climiasted without in any way destroy-|

ing the degefcial features of nniversal
registration. I as ome correspondent
bis sugpested, 4 signature in plain
English script i= jubstituted for the
thumd mark the law will be guite as
effective, and citipens of the country,
25 well s those who come for a shori
stay, will accept it with much better
ZTEOS.

Dissgresable though it may be 1o ad-

s mit the faet, experience has shown that |

portions of our immigration law
amonet o very Little without some aux-
Hiary measure The Registration law
will completely, soive the
and it s proper for these in-

.
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help, I
problen,
terested in t
who are to contruod the future destinies
of this patien 1o render all the assist-
DEW measure.
impers tant for the Minister of the In-
1o mak= soch changes In the rezulations
&5 may seem neccssary for the best in-
Possibl 'he
sigion to the thomb mark [s the
it o difsh sentiment but if such
2 case the foolish seatiment has
zg bold upon a largs pum
people that it de-

the country.

of foo

=

istelligent

® | =ands attention

The law as it {= enforced wday stands
chance of cither becoming a
fead letter or being voted out of ex-
stames by the pext Legisiature. The
Minis the Interior has it in his
power 10 maks suck changes as will
save the coaniry from flerce criticism
2ad at thes same time save the most ef-
fecing]l and pecessary features of the
It iz clearly evident that the men
and write English are

good

I=teT

law
| *hko can read

A ‘”aof edncated up to the thumb mark
a1 all There Is also serious lack | oangard and it is useless to attempt to
. l—nfon*e lzw= that are either above or
| below the standard of the community
| The best pian of actiom for Minister

Hins seems very plain.

M*KINLEY STILL LEADS.

Returns from the Republican State
conventions continue to give evidence
that Governor MeKinkey will be pom-
inat=d for President on the first baliot
at the St Louis convention. In fact,
one dispsick sarys that the McKinley
managers are so sure of their sucesss
that they have made overtures to Reed
to aocept the nominmion for Vies Presi-
dent. California has selected a solid
McKinley delegation, with John D.
Spreckeis at the bead Illineis has not
only instructed its delegatss to vote
for McRinley first last and always, but
also to be the first, if possible, to pre-
sent his nsme to the Nationzl coaven-
tion. Michigan is in the McKinley coi-
wma with four delegat=s, and Indiana,

ex-President Harrison's State, has fol-
lowed the same course. At the Missouri
convention, to be held on the IXth inst
all signs pointed to th= endorsement
of McKinley principles and McKinley
for president Governor Morton ap-
pears o be considering the advisability
of withdrawing from the Presidential
race, and consequently delegates in-
structed io vote for him are declaring
for McKinley.

In 2 cireular letter sent out May 10th,
Geperal Grosvenor of Ohio shows that
485 McKinley delegates have besn elect-
ed in the various Repubiican conven-
tiens He figures that seventy-two dele-
gates remalin to be slected and of this
ke fecis sare of Gfty for MecKinley.
In clesing the jetter be says: “Add
these to the 488 uneontestsd seats, and
mmuummummw-
lot beyomd all controversy.™

While Grosvenor can be reckoned
to plece 2 MeKinley version on the re-
torng if possible, it is notable that
Quay, Manley and Platt, the political
masagers of the opposition combina-
tion_ have very little to say in sapport
of their pet candidates
It is safe to say that all signs peint
9 Wm. MeKinley as the Republican
standard besver iz the Presidential
esmpaign of 1594, 2nd ouly by ome of

i i &

he charseter of the peogple|

anee possidle in the administration of]
It iz also quite as/

to exerciss the vested autbhority |

Gk conveutions, where n oman pever
befer: heand of pops up and carcies the
Jax, can he be defeated.

INLUME TAaX.

L

The Income ax B, which was to
bave lpen up for discussion iu the
Heass Friday, was h i over to Mon-
dar. As has been earncstly urged in
e columns, 1t is 4 measure in which
every taxpaver in the country is directly
interested. From informatien from the
Hous |, i1 is very evident that the ma-

| jority of the membersare in favor of the
Ml ané that it will go through safely
| there. There will be amendments un-
doubtediy, but the main principle will
| 20 through. n the Senate, on the other
band, the bill is not looked upon with
the same favor. and it is very probable

" tation §s te De expected from the Kind |y ot the country will see a distinot lssue

petween the (wo bodies The sympa-
| thics of the people are entirely with the
| House, and it does seem absurd that
the ponderous big-wigs of the Senate
should stand in the way of nexded pro-
gress
The passage of the income tax bill
will 2t the mext Lagislature enable the
Minister of Finance to relieve the poor
man of some, if not of all, his direct
mxes. We could do away with the poll
wx, which is a relic of the dark ages,
snd we might lighten the road tax. On
3 rough csaleulation the income of this
country. excluding laborers of all kinds
and thoes: having an income of six hun-
Jdred dollars. iz about F20,000000, A
' three per cent. income tax upon this
would vield $50,000, but a graduated in-
conte tax going up to five per cent. for
' residents and ten per cent. for absentees
would bring in at least a couple of hun-
dred thousand move, while with the
English system followed of taxing in-
comes from property asbroad a still
greater increase might be made
Last vear the income from taxaiion
| was 359249182 Tt is very plain that
the income tax will vield far more than
this if it is properily assessed and col-

iected, and that there will be no dif-|

dculty when once the burden of taxation

exorbitant rate of taxes upon their tiny
fncomes.

However, it Is to bo hoped that the
bl and its amendments will conie up
far discussion today, and that the public
may know what the House really ine
tend to do. The public do take very
great laterest (v the matter. It is the
mwest  progressive  flnapcial step vet
taken here, and though it meets with

opposition, [ts supporters stand  as
about ten o one to (ts opponents

Sinee writing the review of the Brit-
tsh income tax which appeared (n theso
columns May 15, attention has bewn
called to an amendment to the Act
passad July Sist, 1594, It does not affect
the gencral provisions of the Act, but
refers merely to the exemption and
abatement. Up to that year exemption
was allowed for $750 and abatement for
incomes not exceeding $2,000. The new
act raised the amount of exemption to
§300 and the amount where abatement
was allowed to §2,500, and in this form:
the old rate of abatement for incomes
of $2.000 was §600; under the new Act
the full exemption is allowed, viz., $300,
s0 that an income of $2.000 only pays on
$1.200. Incomes of $2.500 pay on $L.000.
being allowed an abatement of $500,
Of course this raising of exemptions
and abatements has been based on
the principle dwelt on geveral times in

of tax the greater must ba the exemy,
tions and the abatements. It has

maintained that there is no such thing
as progressive taxation in England,
if this is not such progressive taxation,
we should like to know what progres-
sive taxation is. True, it is not carried
as far as we should like to see it not
lurrted out to its logical conclusion. as
| it has been in Japan, but the germ is
there, and most assuredly it will grow.
| England is a conssrvative country as
'a rule, and progressive taxation of In-
comes paturally meets with much op-
position, but the true theory of taxation
allows it; it is indeed sanctioned by *he
very best thought. It appeals to com-
mon s:nse, but common sense, alas,

1= placed on the shoulders fitted to bear | has had very little to do with taxation

| Ik,
)
| strain now put upas
]

The income tax is

in relieving the mnjust or undue
i+ laboring man

poor man's tax
|

r it is genersally stated that the income
tax bill which should come before“he
House today will be considerably
amended by the commitiee’s report, or
rather we should say the committee’s
report will suggest amsndments. The
limit of exemption. it is said, will be
32004, and the tax (0 be 31 the rate of
one per ¢ent. The view taken by the
committee, If our information be cor-
rect, is that it is but an experiment, and
that even at this rate $80.000 of ad-
ditional revenus will be raised. The
view is a fair one and may be correct.
~Festina lente,” make haste slowly, is
one of the pithiest expressions of the
many pithy expressions to be found in
tke poems of Horace; but one may make
baste too siowly. The views of the com-
mittee are evidentiy based upon a cal-
culation of sugar income of®$6 000,000
The estimate of the income from all
spurves in the Republic, made by this
journal, is very much larger.

Even with a two thousand dollar ex-
emption and a one per cent. rate, the
revenue from the income tax will, ac-
cording to calculation, considerably ex-
ceed the amount of $60,000. But this
paper sticks firmly to the six hundred
dollar exemption and belives thouough-
Iv in & progressive scale of taxation.
On inquiry from several wealthy men
it has be=n gathered that they have no
objection to a progressive tax. This ac-
quiescence may come {rom a conviction
that the bill will aever pass the Senate,
and therefore a cheap form of popu-
larity may be gained by favoring what
these gentlemen feel convinced will
mever pass. It is preferable to think
the contrary. Though we are blessed in
these Islands with a select coterie of
tax dodgers. yet w2 are still more
blessed in having 2 remarkable num-
ber of honest gentlemen who freely say
that in the past they have not paid their
proper quota of taxes simply becanse
the law did @ot exact them, but that
they were perfectly willing and anxious
to make jaws which should affect them-
s=lves.

One warning we would give to the
Legislators. It is an undoubted prin-
ciple of income tax legislation that the
lower the rate of tax the lower ought
to be the limit of exemption. If we are
1o bave as high a limit of exemption as
two thousand doliars, then certainly
the rate ought to be higher than ome
per cent. Another thing they should
tak= notice of is that such a small rev-
enae 25 $60,000 {rogn this tax is not go-
ing to enable the Minister of Finance
to taks off direct taxes from the two
hundred dollars a year man. If it is the
policy of this paper to advocate that
just burdens should be laid on the
shoulders abie to bear them, so much|
the more is it its policy (o see that the
heavy rate of five dollars per Annum,
or two and & half per eent., should be
taken off the shoulders of thesd who,

lin the past. True republicanism brings
fcommon seuse to bear on such ques-
tions.  Aristecracy of birth or wealth
objects to bringing common sense to
bear, and merely wishes to save itself
burdens which it lays with an unspar-
ing hand upon those least able to bear
them. The mere crudity of taxation is
the poll tax, which it is to be hoped will
be wiped out from our tax Jaws within
two years. The poll tax for the whole
Islands amounts to $45,580. An increase
of receipts might very easily allow this
tax to go, and a dellar might be taken
from the school tax if it is found that
the income tax be as remunerative as
we think it will be.

If the income tax is properly man-
aged it will, even at the ridiculously
small rate which is proposed, prove far
more remunerative than people think.
it will bring one per cent. from more
than the $6.000.000 calculated upon.

It would be no bad plan for the Legis-
Iature to pass a short Act empowering
the tax assessors to inquire into the
amount of income of all persons. A
separats column might be reserved in
the tax books for this purpose. This
would not be for the purpose of taxation
now, but would afford a very valuable
mass of material for forming estimates
for the taxation of the future.

That the income tax bill will pass the
House of Representatives is now as-
sured. What fate it will meet in the
Senate is quite another thing. The Rep-
resentatives voice the wishes of the
people. The Senate has volced the
wishes of those with the money bags.
The House of Representatives has been
very wise to keep the whip hand over
subsidy bills till its voiece can be heard
in the Senate,

JOINS ST. ANDIEW'B.

Ex-qml.ihuokalqni&mﬁrnul
by Bishop Willis.
Ex-Queen Liliuokalani was baptized
and confirmed by Bishop Willls in St.

0. & O. S. S. Doric Arrives,
The 0. & 0. 8. 8 Doric, Smith
commander, arrived in port at 6 p.
m. yesterday after a very pleasant
trip of about six days from San
Franeisco. This is the first trip
of the Doric to this port and her
record from &n}'rndmka
good one. In resemblance she is
very mueh similar to the

and Belgie. Her interior is beau-
tifullyﬁnhbedndﬂﬁedbp. The
Doric was f - of the White
i!tarhne,but&uhaenreﬁttedfor
serviee on the 0. & 0. 8. & line
of steamers. She will leave for
China and Japan at 4 p. m.

The burk Sonoma arrived late
with a loasd

g, and even foms, have to.3uy that
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Andrew's Cathedral at 630 yesterday
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